
Providing necessary resources for the biomed community
has been a driving force behind AAMI from the outset. 

An early committee meeting is shown here.

A 1975 meeting of the Board of Examiners 
for Clinical Engineering

Bill Staewen’s biomedical shop at
Johns Hopkins Hospital, circa 1960.

This 1971 photo shows the BMET Certification Program
receiving approval from the AAMI Education

Committee. With its certification program, AAMI
helped launch the biomedical equipment 

technician and clinical engineering professions.



Burt Dodson, Jr.,
CCE

Lt. Col. Burt
Dodson, Jr.,
authored the first
biomedical
equipment
technician certification exam and
played a leading role in the
establishment and growth of AAMI’s
certification programs over the years.
He went on to serve as AAMI’s first
non-physician president from 1978 to
1979. Dodson’s many contributions to
the BMET profession were recognized
in 1977 with the first SBET Lifetime
Membership Award. From a 23-year
career in the Air Force Medical
Services, he joined the multi-hospital
corporation Sunhealth (now Premier)
and was the chief operating officer at
retirement.

Michael E.
Carver, CBET, CCE

Mike Carver has
been involved with
AAMI’s certification
programs for more
than 20 years. He
has chaired the International
Certification Commission, the United
States Certification Commission, and
the BMET board of examiners. Carver
had a 22-year career with the United
States Air Force, where he directed
worldwide clinical engineering
operations, and recently retired from
ARAMARK Healthcare Clinical
Technology Services.

The title Certified Biomedical Equipment Technician (CBET) has long been the single most recognized

and universally accepted credential by which BMETs can publicly demonstrate both their commitment

and achievement in their chosen profession. In the credential-oriented U.S. healthcare environment, the

letters CBET engender confidence, mutual respect, and acceptance by other healthcare professionals.

Mike Carver

Burt Dodson, Jr. [left] discusses
AAMI’s new certification program

at an AAMI annual meeting.
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Two Firsts

In 1972, Herman D.
Hubbard [left] of
Fitzsimons Army
Hospital in Aurora,
CO, became the first
person designated a
certified biomedical 
equipment technician.
Thomas Hargest 
earned the first certification as a clinical engineer in 1974.

The Only One: 
Virginia Biomedical Engineer 
Holds All Four AAMI Certifications

Christopher D. Riha of Virginia is the first 
and only person to earn all four certifications
offered by AAMI. He earned the CBET
designation in 1983; CLES in 1993; CRES in
1994, and in 1998 added the initials “CCE” to
his name.

It Pays to be Certified

On average, respondents to a 2005 AAMI salary survey reported
earning 5.7% more than those who were not certified.


